
PSCI 2305:  US Political Behavior 
Wintermester 2022-2023 

 
Instructional Staff 
 
Instructor:  Dr. Wendy Watson 
    Office hours via Zoom, by appointment (scheduling link in Canvas) 
 

Teaching Assistants: Team Jefferson Team Madison 
 Carolina Douthit Meilin Li 

 
Students can see which “team” they are on in Canvas.  Please contact all instructional staff through the 
CANVAS e-mail system. 
 
Access the Course:  https://unt.instructure.com/ 
 
Required Materials 
 
Central Ideas in American Government with PSCI 2305 Workbook.  2016.  Soomo Publishing. 

• Access to the webtext can be purchased through Canvas or you can purchase an access code at 
the UNT bookstore.   

• If you prefer to purchase a code, please use the official UNT bookstore rather than one of the 
other stores in Denton; there are many, many configurations of this textbook, all with the same 
title, so if you purchase a code from an off-campus bookstore, you may not have the correct 
version of the textbook. 

• The first FOUR chapters of the textbook (Unit One for the course) are available as a free 
preview.  You do not need to wait for financial aid to get started with your coursework.  Please 
start right away! 

• If you cannot afford to purchase the text before 9 AM on Friday, December 23, contact your 
instructor IMMEDIATELY so that we can make arrangements 

 
Why This Course Matters to You 
 
This is a course about action.  In the political science world, we call it “political behavior”:  how the 
behavior (actions) of individuals and groups come together to form the political landscape.  It is also a 
course about power.  It is a course about the power that forces such as the media and interest groups 
hold over you.  But it is also about your power—and the power of people like you—to create the 
political policies you want to see. 
 
Many students say that politics doesn’t matter to them.  But think about the things that do matter to 
you.  Maybe that is school and the federal student loans that allow you to attend.  Maybe that is 
immigration and the effect that has on your family.  Maybe that is whether you will have a job when 
you graduate or whether you will be able to support your family with the money you make from that 
job.  All of those things are affected by politics.  If you care about those things, you care about politics, 
and you need to understand how you and other institutions come together to create those policies. 



 
Course Objectives 
 
Students who complete this course will be able to 
 

• explain the development and measurement of individual values, attitudes, and opinions about 
politics; 

• interpret the role of individuals in the political process; 
• explain the roles of linkage institutions (parties, interest groups, and media) in connecting 

individuals to institutions of government; 
• demonstrate the relationship between electoral rules/institutions and outcomes; and 
• explain the connection between the political process and the policies generated by that process. 

 
 
Technical Requirements and Support 
 
Technical Requirements 
 
Necessary technical skill requirements are minimal.  You will need to navigate a webpage, follow 
links, complete online quizzes, upload/download Word documents, and upload/download pdf 
documents.   
 
You will need access to a computer with a secure, high-speed internet connection.   
 
Technical Support  
 
Neither the instructor nor the teaching assistants are technical support resources.  If you experience any 
kind of technical problem with UNT resources (e.g. Canvas), please contact the UNT Student 
Helpdesk at 940-565-2324 or helpdesk@unt.edu 
 
Please note that the UIT Helpdesk will be available from 8 – 5, M-F, and 12 – 5 on weekends.  They 
will be closed on December 24th, 25th, 31st, and January 1st.  Between December 26 and December 30, 
they will only be available from 11 AM to 3 PM.  Plan accordingly! 
 
If you are having difficulty with the Soomo product, please contact the publisher directly at  
http://soomolearning.com/support. 
 
Please note:  if you experience a loss of internet connection or a browser freezes during an exam, you 
should contact UNT support FIRST (to start a help ticket) and then contact your instructional staff (a 
TA or your professor) via Canvas second.  Do both immediately.  When you contact us, explain the 
problem and the steps you have taken to address it.  If you fail to complete an assignment on time or 
complete an exam because of technical issues, there is nothing we can do if you have not attempted to 
resolve your issue before the appropriate deadline. 
 

  



How You Will Be Evaluated 
 
This course uses a grading system called “specifications grading.” This approach to evaluation focuses 
on achievement of specific learning objectives.  As a result, every assignment in the class will be 
graded as “satisfactory” or “unsatisfactory” (did you demonstrate the learning objectives or not?).  
Your grade will be based on completion of specific bundles of satisfactory scores.  The minimum 
requirements for achieving each grade are listed below.  Failure to meet the minimum requirements for 
a grade of “D” will result in a failing grade for the class. 
 
Note that this method of grading gives you significant latitude in choosing how much effort you want 
to put into the course (and, consequently, how much learning you wish to get out of the course). Given 
your particular interests, educational objectives, and other commitments on your time, you may opt to 
complete only the work necessary to achieve a grade of C. That is a legitimate choice to make for 
some people, and I will not think less of you for making that choice. If you do strive for an A in the 
course (and I hope many of you will do that), the expectations of what it takes to get that A should be 
relatively clear. What you should not do is start the semester by taking this course lightly and then 
expect to earn an A at the end. 
 

Course 
Grade: 

Minimum Requirements: 

A 

To earn a grade of A, students must demonstrate mastery of course materials 
(through exams and webtext assignments), demonstrate satisfactory mastery of 
the core objectives for the course (through the signature writing assignment), 
and demonstrate critical thinking and analysis (through the critical reflection 
assignments). 

• Satisfactory score on 3 unit exams OR the cumulative final exam 
• Satisfactory completion of 15 webtext assignments 
• Satisfactory completion of the signature assignment  
• Satisfactory completion of 6 (out of 7) critical reflections 

B 

To earn a grade of B, students must demonstrate mastery of course materials 
(through exams and webtext assignments) and demonstrate satisfactory mastery 
of the core objectives for the course (through the signature writing assignment). 

• Satisfactory score on 3 unit exams OR the cumulative final exam 
• Satisfactory completion of 12 webtext assignments 
• Satisfactory completion of the signature assignment  

C 

To earn a grade of C, students must demonstrate adequate knowledge and 
understanding of course materials (through exams and webtext assignments) 
and demonstrate adequate mastery of the core objectives for the course (through 
the signature writing assignment) 

• Satisfactory score on 2 unit exams OR the cumulative final exam 
• Satisfactory completion of 10 webtext assignments 
• Satisfactory completion of the signature assignment  

D 
To earn a grade of D, students must demonstrate minimal knowledge and 
understanding of course materials (through exams) 

• Satisfactory score on 2 unit exams OR the cumulative final exam 
   



What is “satisfactory completion”?  “Satisfactory completion” of an exam, webtext assignment, or the 
signature assignment means earning 70% of the points possible.  For the critical reflections, you must 
meet the specifications for a critical reflection response (see below and see Canvas). 
 
Perhaps one of the most important things to remember about specifications grading is that components 
of your grade are not averaged.  For example, imagine you get perfect scores on all of the exams (all of 
the unit exams and the final exam!), but you do not turn in any of the webtext or writing assignments.  
Great job on the exams, but you still earned a “D”.  If you get 71% on the three unit exams and on all 
of the webtext assignments, and you just meet the standards for satisfactory completion of the critical 
reflections, your “average” might have been a 71% in a traditional class (a grade of “C”). However, 
you have earned a grade of “A” in the class because you satisfactorily completed all of the assessments 
in the class. 
 
Tokens:   
 
Sometimes you forget a deadline, or your computer crashes, or you get sick.  To accommodate those 
potential issues, we use a system of tokens.  Every student starts the semester with THREE tokens.  
What can you use your tokens for: 
 

• For ONE token, you can turn in a webtext assignment late (at any time before 11:59 PM on 
Thursday, January 13) – note that you must still earn 70% of the points possible. 

• For ONE token, you can turn in a writing assignment (the signature assignment or a critical 
reflection) up to 48 hours late. 

• For ONE token, you can revise and resubmit a writing assignment (the signature assignment or 
a critical reflection) before 11:59 PM on Friday, January 14 – note that you still must meet the 
specifications of a satisfactory writing assignment. 

• For TWO tokens, you can earn a satisfactory grade for an incomplete or unsatisfactory webtext 
assignment. 

• For TWO tokens, you can earn a satisfactory grade for an incomplete or unsatisfactory critical 
reflection. 

 
To redeem a token, please click on the “redeem token” assignment and specify how you want to use 
your token or tokens in the text entry section of the assignment.  If you do not specify how you want to 
redeem your tokens, they will not be redeemed. 
 
Would you like a fourth token?  Pretty sweet.  Just email your instructor through Canvas Inbox with a 
picture of a possum.  I like possums.  This offer expires at 11:59 PM on Monday, December 19, so act 
now. 
 
What You Will Do in PSCI 2305 
 

Develop and Apply Knowledge:  Webtext Assignments 

There are fifteen chapters in your Webtext.  Each Webtext chapter has a variety of questions in it. 
Some questions are “Get the Gist” questions which may be repeated as often as you like, until you 
get the score you want.  These are designed to develop your knowledge of the course content.  You 



will find other questions in “Investigation” assignments.  These questions are meant for you to apply 
what you have learned to new situations so that you can demonstrate to think critically about course 
content and communicate effectively about what you have learned. 
 
Note that all “Get the Gist” and Workbook multiple choice questions can be reset and repeated until 
you get the grade you want.  Investigation questions can only be submitted once, so be sure you are 
happy with your responses before you hit “submit.” 
 
In addition to reading your Webtext, you will be responsible for reading text and watching video 
posted solely within modules on Canvas. 
 

Demonstrate Knowledge: Exams 

There are three unit exams and a cumulative final.  Exams will consist of objective questions (T/F, 
multiple choice, matching, etc.).  If you earn a satisfactory score (70% +) on all three unit exams, 
there is no advantage to taking the final exam (you can take it if you want … but there is no reason 
to do it). 
 
Unit exams are 45 minutes in length; the cumulative final exam will be 60 minutes in length.  
 
There will be no make-up exams except for university excused absences or religious observances.  
Students with university excused absences or religious observances should make arrangements in 
advance.  If you have a medical or family emergency, you should plan on taking the cumulative final 
exam. 
 
Exams will cover all material in the Canvas modules and the Webtext. 
 
ALL TIMES. LISTED FOR EXAM AVAILABILTY ARE U.S. CENTRAL TIME 

 

Synthesize and Create: Signature Assignment 

This course is part of the University Core Curriculum.  As a result, it is intended to contribute to four 
core learning objectives: 
 

• Critical Thinking: creative thinking, innovation, analysis, evaluation, and synthesis of 
information 

• Communication: effective development, interpretation, and expression of ideas 
• Personal Responsibility: the ability to connect choices, actions, and consequences to ethical 

decision-making 
• Social Responsibility: the knowledge of civic responsibility and the ability to engage 

effectively in regional, national, and global communities 
 
In order to develop and demonstrate these core objectives, you will complete 4 short worksheets, 
one associated with each objective and write a short letter to the editor or “op/ed”.  Guidance and 



formatting expectations are available on Canvas.  Satisfactory completion of this module 
(completion of each worksheet and a score of 70% or higher on the signature assignment rubric) is 
required for all students who want to earn a grade of “A,” “B,” or “C.”  
 

Think Critically About Course Concepts: Critical Reflections 

For students who want to earn a grade of “A,” you will be asked to complete a short reflection for 
six of the seven substantive modules in the course.  These critical reflections will be completed 
through the discussion board feature of Canvas, but you are not obligated to respond to other 
students (only to post your own reflection).  A satisfactory critical reflection will 

• Include at least six complete sentences that are relevant to the question posed 
• Contain no more than 3 grammatical or spelling errors (demonstrating the core objective of 

communication) 
• Provide a cohesive and coherent response to the question posed 
• Provide a citation to a specific page of the webtext or external source (webpage, article, etc.) 

that informs your response. 

 
Policies 
 
Late Work    
 
Your ability to turn in work late depends on the number of tokens you have left.  Please see the list of 
token redemptions for information about the grace periods earned through their use.  
 
Exams must be completed by the due date/time.  If you have a university-excused absence or a 
religious observance that will interfere with you exams, you must notify your Instructor via Canvas in-
box before 5 PM on Wednesday, December 21.  If you miss an exam for any other reason, you should 
plan to take the cumulative final.  This course is too short in duration for me to make additional 
exceptions to due dates. 
 
Grade Disputes   
 
If you believe that you have received an unfair or inappropriate grade, you must notify me within one 
week of the grade posting on Canvas.  You should notify me in writing of your concern.  You need to 
explain to me, in writing, which assignment you are concerned about and why you feel your grade 
should have been higher.  We can then schedule a time to talk about the issue if necessary.  I make 
mistakes, and I will gladly correct them, so please do not start this process from a position of hostility. 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
 https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/academic-integrity 
 
ADA Policy 
 



The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of 
Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will 
provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private 
discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at 
any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible 
in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 
reasonable accommodation for every semester.  For additional information see the Office of Disability 
Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone 
at 940.565.4323. 
 
Prohibition of Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation   
 
The University of North Texas (UNT) prohibits discrimination and harassment because of race, color, 
national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, 
genetic information, veteran status, or any other characteristic protected under applicable federal or 
state law in its application and admission processes; educational programs and activities; employment 
policies, procedures, and processes; and university facilities. The University takes active measures to 
prevent such conduct and investigates and takes remedial action when appropriate.  If you have 
concerns about the inclusivity of this course, please consider talking to the instructor about the issue; 
your instructor is dedicated to creating a more open, just, and inclusive learning environment and will 
be receptive to such comments. 
 
Emergency Notification & Procedures   
 
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event 
of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like 
chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for 
contingency plans for covering course materials.  In the event the instructor needs to cancel class 
because of a personal situation, she will contact you via Canvas Inbox. 
 
Retention of Student Records   
 
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. 
All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration 
of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed 
via the Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe 
electronic environment for one year. Students have the right to view their individual record; however, 
information about student’s records will not be divulged to other individuals without proper written 
consent. Students are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the University’s policy. See UNT Policy 10.10, Records 
Management and Retention for additional information. 
 
Student Conduct   
 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum 
at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the 



instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct 
violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all 
instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, 
etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at http://deanofstudents.unt.edu. 
 
 
Important Notice for F-1 Students taking  
Distance Education Courses  
 
Federal Regulation 
 
To read detailed Immigration and Customs Enforcement regulations for F-1 students taking online 
courses, please go to the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations website at http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov. 
The specific portion concerning distance education courses is located at "Title 8 CFR 214.2 Paragraph 
(f)(6)(i)(G)” and can be found buried within this document:  http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-
bin/get-cfr.cgi?TITLE=8&PART=214&SECTION=2&TYPE=TEXT  
 
The paragraph reads:  
(G) For F–1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the equivalent of 
one class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may be counted toward the 
full course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or through distance education and does not 
require the student's physical attendance for classes, examination or other purposes integral to 
completion of the class. An on-line or distance education course is a course that is offered principally 
through the use of television, audio, or computer transmission including open broadcast, closed circuit, 
cable, microwave, or satellite, audio conferencing, or computer conferencing. If the F–1 student's 
course of study is in a language study program, no on-line or distance education classes may be 
considered to count toward a student's full course of study requirement. 
 
University of North Texas Compliance  
 
To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need to 
engage in an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must be 
approved in advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus exam, 
participating in an on-campus lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus experience integral to the 
completion of this course. 
 
If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following: 
 
(1) Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component within one 

week of the start of the course. 
(2) Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in writing with a 

notice sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office.  ISSS has a form available that 
you may use for this purpose. 

 
Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure about his 
or her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course, s/he should contact 
the UNT International Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone 940-565-2195 or email 
internationaladvising@unt.edu) to get clarification before the one-week deadline. 



 
Unit 1:  Inside the Mind of the Voter 
 
 

Assignments  Due Date 

Modules Public Opinion 
Voting and Political Participation 

All readings and 
assignments 
 
DUE by 11:59 PM on 
Thursday, December 22 

Webtext Chapters 1, 2, 3, and 4 

Exam Unit 1 Exam  
(available Wednesday, December 21, 8 AM) 

Exam Due 11:59 PM 
Thursday, December 22 

Critical Reflections Public Opinion 
Voting and Political Participation 
(Students seeking a grade of “A” only) 

DUE by 11:59 PM on 
Friday, December 23 

 
 
Signature Assignment 
 

Assignments  Due Date 

Modules Signature Assignment All readings and 
assignments 
 
DUE  by 11:59 PM on 
Monday, January 2 

Assignments Signature Assignment 
Core Objective Worksheets (4) 
Letter to the Editor 

 
 

  



Unit 2: Linkage Institutions 
 

Assignments  Due Date 

Modules Media 
Interest Groups 
Political Parties 

All readings and 
assignments 
 
DUE  by 11:59 PM on 
Thursday, January 5 Webtext Chapters 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 

Exam Unit 2 Exam 
(available Wednesday, January 4, 8 AM) 

Exam Due 11:59 PM 
Thursday, January 5 

Critical Reflections Media 
Interest Groups 
Political Parties 
(Students seeking a grade of “A” only) 

DUE by 11:59 PM on 
Friday, January 6 

 
 
Tuesday, January 10: Last Day to Drop Class 
 
Unit 3:  Elections and Public Policy 
 
Assignments  Due Date 

Modules Elections 
Public Policy 

All readings and 
assignments  
 
DUE  by 11:59 PM on 
Thursday, January 12 

Webtext Chapters Chapters 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 

Exam Unit 3 Exam 
(available Wednesday, January 11, 8 AM) 

Exam Due 11:59 PM 
Thursday, January 12 

Critical Reflections Elections 
Public Policy 
(Students seeking a grade of “A” only) 

DUE by 11:59 PM on  
Friday, January 13 

 
Cumulative Final Exam:   
Friday, January 13 
8:00 AM – 11:59 PM CENTRAL TIME (i.e., Texas Time) 
 
 


